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Loads of Love Information for Participating Groups 
THANK YOU for your willingness to support Open Doors and our guests! We hope this information 

will help you feel prepared for the Loads of Love program at Open Doors. As a reminder, we strive 
for consistency and routine whenever possible at Open Doors as a comfort to our guests, who often 
lack those things in other aspects of their life. Therefore, we’d like for Loads of Love to take place 
on the same day every week so that guests know when to expect you. Friday night seems to be a 
good night for many youth and for the shelter. Furthermore, please remember that no one under 
the age of 18 is allowed in the shelter. You’ll need to have one or two adults come to the shelter 

to collect the laundry before the youth take care of it at the Laundromat. If you have any questions, 
please do not hesitate to contact us. Thanks again! 

 
Items to bring with you 

 Tall kitchen trash bags- You’ll want to bring double the amount of bags for the number of 
loads of laundry you’re able to do.  

 Sharpies- Sharpies will be used by the guests to mark their bags and then by you to mark the 
clean bag.  

 Detergent/fabric softener/dryer sheets- Whatever you’d like to use will be fine with the 
guests.  

 Quarters- You’ll need about $50-$60 in quarters, depending on the cost at the Laundromat of 
your choice and the number of loads you are able to do.  

 Cards/markers/postcards/snacks/drinks– this is OPTIONAL.  Many enjoy writing notes of 
encouragement to put in the laundry bags upon return. Many groups choose to make this a 
party by bringing drinks, snacks, games, etc. Some also put a snack and a drink in the clean 
clothes bag. 

 

Instructions 
 Decide ahead of time how many loads of laundry your group is able to do. This should be 

based on the amount of time you have, the number of volunteers you have and the amount of 
money you are able to spend. (If your group is in need of financial help, please contact Rachel 
at Open Doors: director@valleyopendoors.org) 
 

 Arrive at shelter location before dinner at the shelter begins at 7pm. As soon as the shelter 
staff circles everyone up for dinner, you will have a chance to say where you’re from and how 
many loads of laundry you are able to do. 
 

 Have guests place their laundry in individual “tall kitchen” size trash bags. 
 

 Have guests label their bags with their name/some sort of identification. 
 

 Collect all bags and you are on your way to the laundromat! 
 

 Once you arrive at the Laundromat, you’ll want to make sure that you are only putting one 
bag in a machine at a time so that you are not mixing up guests’ items.  

 
 As you put the laundry in the machine, you’ll want to discard the bag and mark a clean bag 

with the same name and place it with the machine so as to keep items separate. 
 

 Have fun! 
 

 Make sure you have clean laundry back to guests by 10:00 pm THE SAME DAY. 


